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A visual midrash by
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Avraham: Pomegranate. The pomegranate’s myriad of seeds morph into the stars in the heavens,
representing God’s promise to Avraham that his seed would rival these very stars in number. Avraham led the
way in embracing the multitude of mitzvot, which are compared to the countless seeds of the pomegranate.
Additionally, the 248 positive commandments mirror the gematria of Avraham's name. His tent was always
open to guests epitomizing his chesed, lovingkindness.

Yitzchak: Barley. A man of the field, who ventured out to the field (Genesis 24:62; according to the midrash
this was prayer), Yitzchak spent time cultivating fields. In the depths of a famine, Isaac’s planting flourished
100-fold (o ww nxn using the same root as barley, nnivw). Barley, a humble sustenance for animals, signifies
his near-sacrifice, subsequently averted by a ram, which in the portrayal is seen feeding on the barley. Seir,
Yitzchak's favored son, shares the root "ww. Tears within the stars recall angels weeping during Yitzchak's
ordeal, forming a shofar outline as an homage to both the ram and the cries of heaven.

Yaakov: Fig. In Hosea 9:10, Israel in its infancy is likened to early figs, the sole member among the seven
species consumable in its entirety, including the seeds. Similarly, Yaakov uniquely ensured his legacy, with all
his children upholding the Jewish tradition—a theme evoked by the verse "Jacob arrived safe/whole in the city
of Shechem." The ladder from Yaakov’s dream bridged heaven and earth, as his character trait tiferet
(beauty/balance) bridges between chesed (lovingkindness) and gevura (discipline). There are 13 figs growing,
representing Yaakov’s 12 sons and Dina.

Yosef: Wheat. Yosef's dreams featured 12 sheaves of wheat representing Yosef and his brothers, and the sun
moon and stars representing his entire family. As Egypt's viceroy, Yosef stored wheat during the bountiful
years, sustaining the nation through famine. Wheat also recalls the dream he interpreted for the baker. The
swirling hues are reminiscent of his colored coat.

Moshe: Date. The date palm is the quintessential plant of the desert, where Moshe led the people, and also
reminds us of the 70 date trees at Elim, one of the stops in the desert. It's interesting to note that, while the
date palm grows taller, as its dates ripen then bend towards the ground, just like Moshe perpetually strived to
get closer to God, but he reached his “fruits” down towards the people by teaching them torah. Additionally, the
Midrash says that Adam wrote the Psalm for shabbat (nawn oi'7 2'w nmrmn) but it was forgotten; Moshe rewrote
it - including the line “The righteous bloom like a date-palm” (n19' "1nnd 71x). The trunk of the tree is in the
shape of Moshe’s staff, which also becomes the path through the Reed Sea leading to Sinai and the ten
commandments.

Aharon: Olive. Olive oil is used to light the menorah (the job of the Kohen) as well as to anoint the High Priest.
Aharon, who is known for fostering peace, is also represented by the dove bearing the olive branch of peace.
The olive tree at the bottom resembled hands outstretched to bestow the priestly blessing.

David: Grape. The regal hue of wine resonates with royalty, reminiscent of a King's garments and goblet, as
well as verses in Psalms authored by King David, like "my cup overflows" (n'in 'o1n) and “I raise the cup of
deliverance” (xwx niviwr o). There are 15 ascending bunches of grapes representing the 15 steps of the
Temple where the song of ascents (ni7ynin 1'w) was sung. The vines form the shape of David’s harp and
musical notes. Spiders often make their webs in grapevines, hinting to the midrash that tells the story of how a
spider helped David hide from King Saul in a cave by spinning a web across the entrance.



D1'NN NYaY / 'T'OYIN

NXN "INIT1 WNTN
7' 0" !

N2 IYITY DNNAKT? N'0AN 'Y 19 ,0'MYWA 02127 091N [N 7Y 0N DWATH LI :DANAN
QW' .NHXA NI 127 DTN 9N KIN (IR, NIHXA XY 72V 727¢ [IURIN NN DNNAX .DMYN 010D
NKX 7n0n ,0'MIK? NINS NN TNV L17w 70IRN .248 X' DNNAX DWn W nnonianl nwy niixn 248
.Ton :NTn

NY'01a oy ZNX' L,(N7'9N NIT WATNN 'O 7V) NTYA NIY? RX'YW ,NTYUN WIRD ININN .NIYY Ny!

[ITA X'N MIYY .(MIYY 11D WY WAIY INIX DY) DYY QXA 'S INND 7NX' 7¢ I'MIY'01 ,AY1 Ny NITY
,(D'"N 7¥2) '8 97010 KIN |22 N7VIN 0YND PR AWROW 117 1'DTNIL,DYN 7527 7DIKD wnwnn vy
DOPN (WY ,WIIY INIX 701 1Y) 'YW N1IDN A PNX' 79 QTN 770 .0IYYN DR 721K MIimnay
JNX' NT'RY NYWA ODKR'MN DI DX [NE7'RD DX [D,WNTNN 'O 7Y ¥ i 191 NIX 0NN

['An DTN L,NIRN YYD DTN N9 (Apv'7 INK DY) 1'WXND IRIY IR IRNNA L0 YYIN .DIXRN py!

T OW 1'MIANN [IYRIN DD 2Ry )27 Nnima .o'wAtn 770 (D7w) nnim'7wa n'2o81n 0NN Nyav
7w mi7nn 07100 ."DOw 'y 0w Apyr XKaM" 07N 7Y wATRN 1'Yny 19 - NFTIN'D NNIoNN DX D'YNN
DIXN A" NI7TA NMINNA .NNIAA 27 TON ['2 NWAN NIXON INTNY OWD ,YIXRI DY |2 WA 2R
NITEARY W 1M 2™ niaxtmn

D' DN N WNWN LI'NRIE OI' IR NIAX'MN NU'N NI 1IY'9IN qoI' 7Y I'Mmi7na .av'n :gor
NNV Yyaw 170n2 0NN QI0'K 7Y 'RINK D' 9O0I' ,0MIX¥N 1717 N1wnd 90112 .INNDWN 72 NX D'aX'nN
.D'9INN W7 QOI' W'OY DI7NN NK DA 127 N1'DTA N0'NN VTN NIRYWA NNIRD DR D'R7 T YOWUn
17w 11vaxn 7'ynn ,0'090 NAIND X NNDTA Yaxn NiZiavn

NIX 117 2D DA KIN .OYN NIX YN 7210 1AW ;00T W 01910 "1M9IXN NNXN XIN NNN NN awn
D'991DNN DN D'7'Y2AN DNNNNY) 7T 1710 MNNNY TIVaY [¥X7 "yn .0'78] INYNY D'NNN D'YaY
7V Dyn '97) 17w "NiNd"n R wan KN 7aR ,n"apn? 2apnn 1tn 9 PThun nwnw md ,nnTRn (1Y
2ND NWN .NDWI XIN X NAYN DI'7 2'W INTA DX 12N [IWRIN DTRY IR YATN .OINn Tin'?
Nyl NYA'7 DA 19INY ,NYN 7U nVNAN NIIXA RIN YYD V1A ."N19 annd X" miwn 9910 - wTnn Imix
N2 MWY N7aR71 1'07 10T 910 0 NY)y?

N'NY L INNKR .2ITAN [N0N NN'WNY D1 WTERNN DA PDYN NNRAN NR7TR7 wnwn N'T Ny DT DX
YV VT2 ,NINN2A .DI7WN NIR Monn N'TN 92y IR NIRYIN NI T 7Y 02X 017w 9TN1 DI7Y 2nIX
.0IN12N NdI2 NY2A DT NIXA XIN DTN

IANDIY D'7'NN 1901 D20 D'PI0S1 171N YA NIX DA 117 1'D7TA1L,'MIDM 7120 KIN [N YaX .0y tTIT
TIX D'AX"'NN N7YNn D'05UN DY NIZPWK 1'0 W' "RUR Nviw' o'l "N ron” 7710 Ymn 117 1 v
A7W D10 N TIT 721 MUY DX DNXE D920 .N17YNN 'Y DR DY DAY UTpnn 17w nnn 1o
ANNONT7 TIT? 1TV WDYNYW W2 0'TNNIELDY9A2 DNNIR NIX DX NIANE D'N'YY? D'YRIDY ,901]

A7nn 71X 1510 Nnyna



